
Demer/American Literature/Spring 2013

College/Career Project

The purpose of the College/Career Project is to acquaint students with colleges and careers that may interest 
them, and prepare students for the college admissions process. Keep an electronic copy – you will use much of 
this material when you apply to schools next year.

• Each assignment should begin on a new sheet. Be sure that each page clearly states which assignment 
I am looking at. For example, for assignment 1, the heading should state “Assignment” and “Senior 
Year Plans and Goals for College and Career” or similar.

• Each assignment must be typed in 12 pt, plain font.
• Create a title page that includes your name, date, class, and the name of the project.
• Make sure your parent reads your final project and signs the last page.
• If you cut and paste information about schools or careers from the internet, make sure the font, size, 

and style are consistent with the rest of the project.
• All pages should be consistent in font, font size, and style.
• Attractiveness and organization count.
• I will collect some assignments as we work on the project, and return them to you to revise (if 

necessary), and add to your final version. Use clean copies for the final project.

 The assignments which make up the project are as follows:
1. A written discussion of senior year plans and courses, and post-secondary goals for college and career. 

Include questions you need answered regarding senior year and applying for college. Minimum one 
page. If you haven’t thought about next year (and college, and after college), you need to start thinking 
about it.

2. A summary of information on two possible careers. You should include salary, projected job growth, 
necessary experience/schooling, and other pertinent information. What skills and interests do you 
possess that would make each career a good choice for you?

3. Research scholarship and financial aid information. 
-Find three scholarships you might be eligible for. 
-Make a list of four websites that will be helpful when researching financial aid information. Note 
why each might be useful to you.

- Write a plan about how you might realistically pay for college. 
4. Locate and organize pertinent information about four colleges you are interested in. 

You should have a reach, goal, and safety school. 
-If your reach, goal or safety school is Georgia State, UGA, GA Tech, or GPC, you need to analyze in 
writing your likeliness for admission, but you have to research other schools.  
-Of your four schools, one must be outside Georgia and another must be listed on the Colleges That 
Change Lives website http://www.ctcl.org/ 
Note the following for each school you research:
-number of students, 
-degree programs offered
-tuition and fees
- location
-admissions requirements and deadlines and average SAT/ACT scores or GPA of students admitted
-strong academic areas that interest you
-other information pertinent to you

http://www.ctcl.org/


 Each school’s website is a good place to begin. Two other helpful sites are collegeconfidential.com and 
collegeprowler.com. 
-Finally, write a half page about why this school is a good fit for you. Yes, that’s a half page for each 
school. Deciding where to go to college is a big decision. Liking the football team is probably not the 
best reason to attend.

5. List the protocol for obtaining teacher recommendations. Write a template for a letter asking a teacher 
to write a recommendation. 

6. Create a typed personal resume that can assist teachers and counselors in writing a recommendation. 
You must use Resume Wizard on Word or similar. Make it look pro. Include full name, address, email, 
phone, GPA, academic distinctions, awards, extracurricular activities, jobs, interests, etc. Make it fit on 
one page.

7. Write a college application essay based on the topic provided by one of the schools you are interested 
in attending. If none of your schools offers an essay topic, use one of the topics below.

8. Write a reflection of this project and your originally stated goals.
9. Parent signature verifying discussion of college and this project, and that parent has read your final 

draft. List any questions you or your parents have that your teacher or counselor might be able to help 
you with.

Schedule:

 Fri Jan 11 Assignments 1/2/3 Due

Wed Jan 16 Media Center to do research for 4/5/6. Destiny (Media Center site)has useful 
college/career search links.

Thu Jan 17 4/5/6 Due

Tue Jan 22 7 (Application Essay) Due

Tue Jan 29 206 Comp Lab to complete final draft of project

Wed Jan 30 Final Project Due

Application Essay topics (for your essay, use a prompt from a school you are interested in, or choose from one 
of the options below):

Why [name of school]?

Tell us something about yourself.

Evaluate a significant experience, achievement, risk you have taken, or ethical dilemma you have faced and 
its impact on you.

Discuss some issue of personal, local, national, or international concern and its importance to you.

Indicate a person who has had a significant influence on you, and describe that influence.


